
Guidance Flow Chart for the Permitting of CBM Produced Water by the 
Wyoming State Engineer’s Office (SEO) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See Revised Interim Policy Memo (4/26/2004) for additional details of application requirements. 
    Revised 4/27/2004 by Becky Mathisen 

Begin the SEO permitting process by completing a Form U.W.5 for each proposed 
CBM well. Normally, the use of the water will be “Water produced in the 

production of coal bed methane gas”.  If other uses are contemplated, they must be 
specified at the time of filing Form U.W.5.  See GUIDANCE: CBM/GROUND 

WATER PERMITS available from the SEO and SEO website. 

 

Fill out SEO form SW-3 
application, with a qualifying 

map (see instructions for 
Form SW-3).  Applicant is 
operator/producer, use is 

CBNG water storage only.  
Method A.

Will the 
produced water 

be stored? 

No further SEO 
permitting required.  

Contact WDEQ. 
No

 

Yes 

Will the storage facility be 
located OFF of the channel 
of a natural water course? 

Yes 

Off-channel storage.  Apply the 
rules of the Oil and Gas 

Conservation Commission.  See 
Permitting Requirements 

Associated with Off-Channel 
Containment Pits.  Will the ONLY 

use of the water be “Water 
produced in the production of coal 

bed methane gas”? 

An SEO Reservoir Permit is 
required prior to commencement 

of construction of the 
impoundment. 

No. (storage will 
be on-channel) No 

Will the impoundment’s 
capacity be 20 AF or less 

AND will the dam height be 
20 feet or less? 

Yes

Yes. Category 1. No.  Category 2.

Yes
Will the water be 

stored above ground? 

Contact the SEO’s 
Ground Water Division 

and the WDEQ regarding 
aquifer storage. 

No 

Will the reservoir 
remain after CBNG 
operations cease? 

Will the reservoir 
remain after CBNG 
operations cease? 

No No.

Fill out SEO form SW-CBNG.  
No map required. Applicant is 

operator/producer, use is CBNG 
water storage only.   Method A. 

Follow the Special Application 
procedures with USGS quad map 
and form SW-3 and SW-3A.  If 
water will be used for Stock, the 
SW-4 application form should be 

used, map not required.  Other 
beneficial uses may require the 

filing of form SW-3. 
  Method B. 

Yes. 

Fill out SEO form SW-3 
application, with a 

qualifying map (see 
instructions for Form 

SW-3).  Landowner is the 
applicant or co-applicant.  

Method B.

Yes 


